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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has completed its investigation of this paper. After a correction notice was 
published for this article in 2020, correcting an image in Figure 4D, several additional problems were identified. Specifically, 
Figures 5 and 6 have a lack of background noise, questioning the authenticity of the data. Also, the ‘Blank’ and ‘Negative 
Control’ images in the ‘48 hr’ row of Figure 11B are identical. In Figure 10B, a western blot duplicates one found in Figure 
4J of [1], which has since been retracted. Figure 9B duplicates a western blot also shown in Figure 6G of [2], also retracted. 
Immunohistochemistry images in Figure 2C (P-Akt) and 2E (Akt) were reproduced in the unrelated papers [3, 4], respectively. 
And b-actin western blot in Figure 5C appeared in the later published article [5]. Requests for signed documentation to confirm 
the retraction were sent to all authors, but no signatures have been received. In light of these findings, the editorial decision 
was made to retract this paper.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2016; 7:66989–67003. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.11888
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